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From Pastor . . . . 

Christmas  or  “X”mas? 
 
“Martha,  Martha,”  the  Lord  answered,  “you are worried and upset about 
many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and 
it  will  not  be  taken  away  from  her.”  (Luke  10:41-42). 
     Whenever December rolls around, I feel guilty as the pastor of your congregation. I will 
ask you to more than double your commitment to your church. In addition to the regular 
Sunday worship services, I will ask you to commit to another six, yes six, worship services. 
And because it is for the Lord, I do have an expectation to see you at all of them! I will 
encourage you to drive to New Ulm for the MVLHS Christmas service or maybe to go a 
Christmas concert at Martin Luther College. I am asking many of your to give up a Saturday 
for Bethlehem Express. I am asking more of you to cook for our midweek Advent services 
to make worship convenient for others even though you are just as busy as they. The youth 
group is expected to make Christmas care packages for our shut-ins. The choir will take a 
night to go caroling. 
     Of course, all of these are church things and for the Lord. So why do I feel guilty? I think 
of our passage from Luke 10. Imagine poor Martha. Suddenly and without any warning, she 
had a house full of 13 tired, dirty hungry men. A couple dozen things raced through her 
mind as she scrambled to do the right thing and feed and entertain her unexpected guests. 
That’s  why  I  feel  guilty.  I  feel  I  am  forcing  you  to  become  “Martha’s.”  December  is  
naturally busy. Our pre-holiday society will ask so much more of you whether working 
longer hours to meet demand to finding time to shop for food and gifts. You want to 
decorate your homes, send out cards, clean for company. And here I am with an expectation 
you give an additional fifteen or twenty hours to your church in December! 
     Why? I am afraid  we  will  get  so  befuddled  with  long  “to-do”  lists,  plans  and  events  that  
come January you are not spiritually stronger, but only physically and emotionally weaker. I 
am  afraid  you  and  I  will  unconsciously  fall  into  the  triple  “X”  of  a  pagan  “Xmas:”  modern 
eXcesses, eXtravagance and eXhaustion. 
     If  I  feel  so  bad  about  it,  then  why  don’t  I  ask  the  Council  to  cancel  all  of  that  church  stuff  
for December? Simple. We need them.  We  don’t  schedule  all  of  these  things  to  simply  
exhaust you. We schedule them in the hopes you can find a true refuge from hectic busyness 
of an American Christmas season. Martha was frantic with the preparations decency 
demanded for a house full of guests. But Jesus puts it all into proper focus for us. Mary did 
the right thing. She put the lunch on hold so she could sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to 
him. Martha needed that. 
     Yes, it will be busy, crazy, hectic for sure this upcoming month. But I know we are 
offering you the things you need most: times to leave the world behind,  sit  in  God’s  house  
and be reminded why we have Christmas. A Savior is born unto you. He is Christ the Lord. I 
can’t  promise  you  will  not  be  exhausted  at  the  end  of  the  season.  But  I  can  promise  you  will  
be exhilarated as you celebrate Christmas and not Xmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:Don.koch@stpaularlington.com
mailto:Eric.kaesermann@stpaularlington.com
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GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH LUTHER (Part 8) 

 

LUTHER AT CHRISTMASTIME 

This month we bring you  a  few  of  Luther’s  writings  concerning  Advent  and  Christmas.    He  seemed  to  enjoy  
Advent and Christmas.  It appears that when Christmas approached, Luther grew increasingly cheerful. 

In 1543, Luther preached a Christmas sermon in which he identified Christ as our brother: 

“When  one  of  several  brothers  becomes  a  great  magnate,  how  happy  the  other  brothers  become!  How  
gladdening they find this, as you see in Genesis when Joseph reveals himself to his brothers.  And this is indeed 
a natural joy.   But why is it, then, that we also are not joyful and our hearts are not touched and we do not 
praise and thank God upon hearing that our God became our flesh and blood and now sits above at the right 
hand  of  God  as  Lord  over  all  creatures.” 

Another excerpt is from one of his sermons on the Nativity.  It unfolds the familiar story of Mary and Joseph. 

“The  inn  was  full.  No  one  would  release  a  room  to  this  pregnant  woman.    She  had to go to a cow stall and there 
bring forth the Maker of all creatures because nobody would give way.  Shame on you, wretched Bethlehem!  
The inn ought to have burned with brimstone, for even though Mary had been a beggar maid or unwed, anybody 
at such a time would have been glad to give her a hand.  There are many of you in this congregation who think 
to  themselves:  “If  only  I  had  been  there!    How  quick  I  would  have  been  to  help  the  baby!    I  would  have  washed  
his linen!  How happy I would have been to go  with  the  shepherds  to  see  the  Lord  lying  in  the  manger!”  Yes  
you would! You say that because you know how great Christ is, but if you had been there at that time you would 
have done no better than the people of Bethlehem.   Childish and silly thoughts are  these!  Why  don’t  you  do  it  
now? You have Christ in your neighbor. You ought to serve him, for what you do to your neighbor in need you 
do  to  the  Lord  Christ  himself.” 

You  may  be  thinking  right  now,  “Luther  knows  us.”  Yes,  he  does! 
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 St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  School  Arlington,  MN 
“Preparing  Children  Now  and  For  Eternity”   

 
NEW FACES AT CHURCH & SCHOOL: 
Two Martin Luther College Seniors were 
assigned  to  St.  Paul’s  from  January-March.  
They will be working with Mr. and Mrs 
Kaesermann’s  classrooms  in  the  final  semester  
before call day.  Please welcome them warmly 
to the congregation and encourage the work 
they will be doing. 
UPCOMING EVENTS:     
December                            
 6 Midterms            
 9  Redwood Falls Tournament  
        A team girls and B boys            
10 CES BAKE SALE               
12 Bball @ St. Peter 3-6th Coed 4:00                                
16 Home BB  Redwood Falls  
        10:00 B coed,; 11:00 A girls; 12:00 A boys            
17 Christmas Practice before church           
19 BB @Gaylord  
         4:00  A coed 6-8th, 5:00 B coed 3-6th                         
21 Basketball at Belle Plaine  
         4:30 B coed 3-6th; 5:30 A coed 6-8th              
23 Christmas Eve Practice 9:00-10:30            
24-1/1 NO SCHOOL                        
24 Christmas Eve Service 6:00 PM @ St. Paul’s  
Church 
 
January            
 2 Back to Classes from Christmas Break              
11 Home with Gaylord 4:00 B coed; 5:00 A coed             
12 End of the 2nd Quarter             
13 Family Bowling Night    PRE K-8th                 
15 NO SCHOOL 
        Faculty curriculum meeting at MLC                                   
20 BASKETBALL GAMES AT MVL                           
23 Games @ Risen Savior 4:45 Agirls;5:45 Aboys                
25 BB Home with Nicollet 4:00 B team coed;  
        5:00 A coed vs. Hutch               
27 HOME w/ New Ulm 10:00 B boys,  
        11:00 A girls; 12:00 A boys                 
30 Home w/ Courtland 4:00 B boys;  
         5:00 A girls; 6:00 A boys               
 
**OUR BAKE SALE IS IN DECEMBER AND 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CONGREAGTION 
ARE WELCOME TO BRING ITEMS TO PUT 
OUT THAT DAY!  PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
THE BOYS BATHROOM PROJECT. 
THANKS AND HAPPY BAKING! **** 

 
December 2017 
 
GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD: Our theme from 
Ephesians 2 reminds us  that  we  are  saved  by  God’s  
grace.  That is the greatest gift from our God, to know 
our sins have been taken away.  On Thanksgiving our 
school families are thankful for a Christian School 
supported by an entire congregation to do the work of 
the Lord.  Continue to keep the school and our families 
in your prayers.  
 
SCHOOL ACCREDITATION RENEWED: The 
school received its new WELSSA Accreditation 
certificates in October.  You can see the certificates in 
the Narthex.  It is a great reminder of the blessings of 
Christian Education, dedicated families, hardworking 
volunteers, and excellent in academics. We become 
renewed every year when our school goals are met and 
submitted to the WELSSA committee. 
 
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these 
items.  Labels can be dropped off at school or use a 
collection bucket in the back of church.  Aluminum 
cans to the trailer in alley by school.    Coburns is 
changing their rewards– you need to designate St. 
Paul’s  school  when  you  set  up  your    coupon  card  for  
us to received credit                
1. Thrivent Choice dollars                                            
2. Our Family UPC labels               
3. Box Tops for Education                 
4. Aluminum Cans                        
5. Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points                    
6. Country Hearth UPCs                                                                                  
7. MILK MOOLA– from Kwik Trip 
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FORWARD IN CHRIST – 
DECEMBER 

The December issue is here and is ready for your 
Christmas meditation. Many of the short articles are 
dealing  with  our  Lord’s  birth  here  on  earth.   

*The  question  and  answer  section  deals  with  “Why  
do Christian parents lie to their children about Santa 
Claus  and  other  mythical  figures?”  (p.9) 

*”What  if  God  Was  One  of  Us?”  is  a  question  
Timothy Westendorf tries to answer in his 
article.(pp.10-11) 

*Abiding Truth series this month focuses on 
Luther’s  favorite  thing  to  preach  about  at  Christmas-
God made flesh to save us. (pp.12-13) 

*”Confessions  of  Faith”  highlights  a  woman  whose  
background is Mexican Catholicism and her journey 
to America and a WELS church. (pp14-15) 

*”heart  to  heart  parent  conversations”  (especially  for  
parents) answers the question this month “How  can  
we  help  cultivate  a  mission  heart  in  children?”  
(pp.16-17) 

*”Salt  of  the  Earth”  series  finds  a  pastor  struggling  
with a sermon based on the words of Romans 12:14, 
“Bless  those  who  persecute  you;;  bless  and  do  not  
curse.”  This  series  is  how  we  can  put Christian love 
in action. (pp26-27) 

*A number of articles tell about how we share the 
Gospel with Hispanics. Some of these are incredible 
– no, I guess you would say miraculous. 

*”Something  to  Think  About”  is  on  the  back  cover.  
It’s  a  fictional  letter  what our Christmas celebration 
might look like to an outsider.  Definitely something 
to meditate on during this Christmas time. 

The December issue of Forward in Christ is ready 
for you to pick up in the back of church. During this 
busy time of year, take a few minutes to sit back, 
relax,  and  meditate  on  God’s  messages  to you. 
 

CHILDREN’S  CHRISTMAS   
EVE SERVICE 

Sunday, December 24, at 6:00pm, the 
children of our congregation will present 
"A Sola Christmas".  The children in song 
and passages will tell us again that 
beautiful Christmas story of how Jesus was 
born.  
We are indeed fortunate to have this 
service on Christmas Eve. Join us as our 
children share the Gospel with us. 
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BIBLE CLASSES 
 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets 
on Sunday mornings at 9:00am in the basement.  
Everyone is welcome! We are in the midst of a 
series  entitled  “Christian  Decision  Making.”    
The topics for December are as follows: 
Dec. 3   God’s  Word  Helps  Us  Make  the 
                                  Right Decisions 
Dec. 10 Be Willing to Go Where God 

                 Leads 
Dec. 17 Don’t  Fear  When  Unclear 
Dec. 24 & 31  NO CLASS 
Jan. 7  Freedom, Not a Blueprint 
 
 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON continues with 
their study of Galatians during December. We 
meet on Wednesdays at 2:00pm in the church 
basement.  Everyone is invited! The schedule 
for December is: 
Dec. 6  Christians Are Free from the 
                                       Law 
Dec. 13 Justified People, Keep Your  
              Freedom 
Dec. 20 Justified People, You Are Free 
                            to Serve the Lord 
Dec. 27 & Jan. 3  NO CLASS 

 

 

. NEW IN YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY 
 
Three new books have been added to the 
church library shelves. All three are focused 
on strengthening our Christ-centered families. 
Dr.  Kevin  Leman’s  Making Children Mind 
without Losing Yours equips parents with the 
seven principles of reality discipline. Leman 
guides parents to put  themselves  in  the  driver’s  
seat and get their children to obey without 
temper tantrums or frustration. 
Nurturing Great Kids is a devotional book. 
The once-a-day devotions are written 
specifically for parents seeking to build a 
stronger relationship with their children and to 
put God first in their family. The devotions 
inspire parents to embrace the role God has 
given them as well as equipping them with the 
tools needed to become a strong Christian role 
model for their children. 
Carolyn Larsen writes What Does the Bible 
Say about That? This book is aimed at 
children and the topics that concern them 
daily, but the information is valuable for 
adults,  too.  (Don’t  we  all  benefit  from  the  
Children’s  Sermons?)  What  does  the  Bible  say  
about homework? You may be surprised! 
What does the Bible say about movies or 
music? Read the book and find out! Would 
you believe the Bible has advice on texting? 
This book is an amazing source of advice on 
Christian decision making in our 21st century 
society. 
Visit your church library, located in the 
hallway outside the offices, to find these books 
and many others that support your Christian 
faith.  It’s  your  library.  Check  it  out! 
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HAVE A TRULY BLESSED AND 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AS YOU 

CELEBRATE FORGIVENESS AND 
OUR TRUE RICHES IN JESUS! 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
The remaining Advent services are 
Wednesdays, Dec. 6 & 13, at 7:00pm. 
Take  a  little  time  to  reflect  on  God’s  love  
to you. The service on Dec. 13 will be a 
Candle-Light service.  
Prior to the these services will be  
Advent suppers. Mission Society is 
serving Dec. 6 at 5:30. On the menu is 
baked potato bar with salads and 
desserts.  Youth Group is serving ham 
patties on Dec. 13. 
Christmas Eve Service (Children’s)  at  
6:00pm on Dec. 24. 
Christmas Day Service at 9:00am on 
Dec. 25. 
Don’t forget the regular Sunday morning 
services at 10:00am (including Dec. 24 
& 31). 
New  Year’s  Eve  Service on Dec. 31 at 
6:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP DECEMBER NEWS 
Youth group will be meeting on Sunday, 
December 10, at 6:30 PM at school.  We 
will be discussing our Advent meal which 
we will be serving on Wednesday, 
December 13 and also working on our 
Christmas project.  Our meal on Dec. 13 
will be ham patties, salads, and desserts.  
Each Youth Group family is reminded to 
bring a salad and a dessert.  Our serving 
will begin at 5:00 

CHURCH BEAUTIFULLY 
DECORATED  

A huge THANK YOU to the Married 
Couples’  Club  and  to  all  those  who  
decorated our church both inside and 
outside in any way.  It is just beautiful! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
THANK YOU 

This Newsletter is being prepared the 
week of Bethlehem Express.  However, 
the donations, the many hours of donated 
time and effort from so many of you are 
truly heartwarming.  Behind all this is a 
love for our Savior and wanting other 
people to know that love as well.  A huge 
and heart-felt THANK YOU to everyone 
who donated any item or worked on 
Bethlehem Express in any way.   

It truly is a congregational effort! 
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. Confession of Faith 

 
If  you  confess  with  your  mouth,  “Jesus  is  Lord,”  and  believe  in  your  heart  that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. - Romans 10:9 
 
 

Did you ever wonder what made the early Christians willing to confess their faith in Jesus even when it 
brought persecution and death? Some Christians in the first century were stoned to death. Others were 
crucified. Still others were thrown to the lions. Yet they died praising Jesus, confessing him as their 
Lord and Savior. 
 
In the centuries that followed, believers in Jesus continued preaching and teaching about him even at 
the threat of physical harm. One such man was Martin Luther who lived in Germany back in the 
1500’s.  Luther  boldly  preached  and  taught  about  Jesus  and  became  one  of  the  most  prolific  writers  
about the Christian faith who has ever lived. When the authorities pressured him to take back what he 
had  written,  Luther  firmly  replied,  “Here  I  stand.  I  cannot  do  otherwise.  God  help  me.  Amen!”  As  a  
result, he was labeled an outlaw and it was open season for anyone who wanted to take his life. 
 
How could Luther and many other Christians confess their faith so boldly even at the threat of physical 
harm and death? Because they knew that something much better was waiting for them after this life. 
They  knew  that  Jesus  died  for  their  sins  and  rose  from  the  dead.  Jesus’  resurrection  meant that God 
accepted his sacrifice for their sins and they too would rise to live forever in heaven. 
 
Christians still have this hope today. We know this life is temporary. Nothing in this life is going to 
last. It will all eventually decay and perish. But those who trust in Jesus and confess him as their Lord 
and Savior will enjoy a perfect life with him that will never end. This changes the perspective and 
priorities of believers in Jesus. Confident in their eternal salvation through Jesus, Christians confess 
their faith in the Lord Jesus even to the point of death. 
 
Come worship with us and learn more about what confessing Christians throughout the ages 
have been willing to die for. Jesus is your Savior who came into this world to die and rise again 
so that you might live with him forever. 
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MISSION SOCIETY MINUTES – NOVEMBER 
Mission Society meeting was called to order at 7pm by vice president Lorraine Neubarth.  Pastor Rauh led us in 
devotion on Psalm 24;9 asking,”What  does  Advent mean?”. 
 
Hostess hymn was sang and then roll call was taken with 14 members answering.  Secretary's report was read. 
M/S/P. Next was the Treasure's report M/S/P.  Bills were presented at this time, M/S/Pass to pay them.   
Sunshine Lady gave her list of those who received cards in the past month from our group.  Food shelf 
donations to MLC  taken by the Soffkers was 30# and $45.00.  Correspondence was read and passed around for 
all to read.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: The Martha group is up for serving the next funeral at church.  A report on how our Fall 
Soup & Sandwich luncheon went was given by Barb Bening. 
We discussed next the church cookbook project. We have decided will hold off and put efforts into a possible 
different book when our church celebrates it's 150th anniversary in a few years.  
The coat drive we held for Christian Life Ministries produced 100 coats for infant through adult. So much 
generosity for those in need. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: All the large knives in the church kitchen have been recently sharpened. This was 
completed by Richard Luepke for us. 
 
Advent supper on Wednesday December 6th will be set up by the Martha group. The Ruth group will provide 
the desserts to go with the baked potato bar that will be served. We will be serving starting at 5:30 pm that 
evening, free will offering.  The offering will go toward the kitchen coffee maker repair bill,M/S/P. Both groups 
will clean up in order to make 7 pm services.  Also, everyone was given a Thrivent t-shirt that they are to wear 
while serving and helping and we will take a photo after of our group. 
 
We will have our Christmas party in January 7th in 2018. We are going to have it catered, all will bring a white 
elephant gift in a Christmas stocking. Ruth group is in charge of this event.  Our offering at this event will be 
given to the Choir this coming year.  
 
Our treasurer's books will be audited by the church as we had them do last year, M/S/P.     We had the elections 
of officers next. President and treasure were filled.  New lists for work groups, communion set-up and hostess 
will be handed out at our Christmas party. If you are not there, the lists will be put in your church mail slot. 
 
The Advisory board will meet in January to decide on mission projects for voting purposes, M/S/P. 
 
Student Fund dispersal to the church student fund account will be done at the end of December.   Christmas 
poinsettias will be in church before the first Sunday in December.  Watering of these are being done by Joan P., 
Lorraine, and Ramona. 
 
Discussion was had on an amount to give to church general fund. An amount was decided M/S/P. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting, second, passed.   Adjourned with the Lord's prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Secretary, 
 
Lee Wendland 


